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“Charge-Up to Recycle!” 


Connecticut DEP’s Recycling Program, in cooperation with the Rechargeable Battery Recycling 
Corporation (RBRC), held a press conference on Wednesday, May 8, to announce the “Charge up 
to Recycle” nickel-cadmium battery recycling program. This program allows municipalities to meet 
their requirement to establish a recycling program for nickel-cadmium batteries. 


At the press conference, Assistant Commissioner Art Rocque presented Megan McGeowan, a third 
grader at the Mahan school in Norwich, with a certificate in recognition of her efforts to start a 
battery recycling program at her school. 


Nickel-cadmium batteries are desirable because they are rechargeable. One nickel-cadmium battery 
can replace dozens of comparable alkaline batteries. These batteries need to be removed from the 
waste stream because of the toxic effects of cadmium. Connecticut was one of a handful of states 
to pass laws regulating nickel-cadmium batteries. In response to these laws, the RBRC formed to 
develop a nationwide battery management program. This program is financed by consumers, 
typically adding .1% to the cost of a battery. 


Nickel-cadmium batteries are typically found in notebook computers, portable power tools, hand 
vacuums, and cordless telephones. To recycle these batteries, simply return them to a participating 
retail outlet. To locate the nearest participating outlet, dial 1-(800)-83BATTERY. The customer 
enters his/her zip code and is directed to the nearest participating retail outlet. To date, there are over 
100 stores participating in the “Charge up to Recycle” program, including many Radio Shacks. For 
more information, contact Tom Metzner at 424-3365. 


Workshops for Educators Scheduled for August 1996 


The Steel Recycling Institute is sponsoring two workshops this summer for teachers and other 
educators. The Cycles for Science workshop is designed for secondary teachers and solid waste 
education specialists who are interested in learning and sharing up-to-date information and 
techniques regarding recycling, natural resource conservation and solid waste management concepts 
as they relate to science learning. Participants engage in real-world science activities, which can be 
recreated in the classroom. This workshop will take place on August 2. 


The Natures for Me program is designed for preschool through 2nd grade. The activities were 
created by early childhood teachers and environmental educators for adults at all levels of 
environmental understanding. For ease of teaching and to meet developmentally appropriate 
requirements, the activities, crafts, food, poetry and books described in the activity guide have been 
tested in classrooms with early childhood educators and children. This workshop will be held on 
August 3rd. | 


Both workshops will be held at the CRRA Visitors Center on 211 Murphy Road in Hartford. For 
more information or to register for either of these programs contact Eco Educators at (614) 487- 
9522. There is a fee to attend these workshops. For more information about other educational 
materials and opportunities offered by the Steel Recycling Institute, call (800) 876-7274. 


Recycling Investment Forum Held 


The DEP Recycling office participated in the Northeast Recycling Investment Forum recently held 
at the World Trade Center in Boston. The forum provided 12 recycling businesses with the 
opportunity to present their ideas for start-up or expansion to an audience of nearly 50 investors from 
across the Northeast region. The businesses represented a cross section of recycling industries 
including: decorative tile made using glass cullet, concrete block made using C & D rubble, 
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electronics equipment recycler, plastic core producer using HDPE, recyclables processor, carpet: -. 
recycler, absorbent producer using paper mill waste, and others. An evaluation will be made at the 
end of this year to measure the success of the forum for the presenting companies. The forum was 
presented by the Northeast Recycling Council, along with the EPA New England Office and many 
additional sponsors. For more information, contact Kim Trella at (860) 424-3365. 


Municipal Recycling Rate Update 


In order to help municipalities assess their recycling programs, the DEP will be sending each city 
and town a graph showing that city’s or town’s percapita MSW recycling rate relative to the 
percapita MSW recycling rates acheived by other Connecticut cities and towns (identified by 
population). 


At the bottom of the graph, date will be provided comparing the municipality’s recycling statistics 
to statewide averages for: 1) percapita recycling rates for bottles &cans; 2) percapita recycling rates 
for paper; 3) tons/town of yard waste composted; and 4) percent of MSW recycled. In addition, 
accompanying text will give some indication of national generation rates for each of the above 
categories based on EPA’s 1995 Update of “Characterization of Municipal Solid Waste in the United 
States”. Most municipalities are doing a great job recycling and this will help them identify areas 
where recycling rates have the potential to be even higher. 


MSW Recycling Rates (lbs/capita/yr) 
Connecticut Cities & Towns FY95 
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Each Point Represents a Specific CT City or Town 


To help you assess Recyville’s recycling rates as compared to Connecticut statewide recycling rates, the following data 
is provided. Hopefully the information will help you to identify any areas that may have potential for improvement. 
Keep in mind that recycling rates can be affected by demographics. 


Containers Paper (all types) Yard Waste All MSW Recycled 7oRecyced 
State Avg 55.88lbs/cap/yr 212.28 lbs/cap/yr 1550 tons/twn 420.55 lbs/cap/yr Zz 
Recyville 52.26 226.00 2374.00 512.96 23.91 


GARBAGE GAZETTE 
Dept. Of Environmental Protection 
Waste Management Bureau/Recycling 
79 Elm St. 
Hartford, CT 06106 
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